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Why Fear?

Gordon Crook, Pastor
Grace Assembly, Wichita, Kansas

“And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful,
O ye of little faith? Then he arose, and
rebuked the winds and the sea; and there
was a great calm.” Matthew 8:26

Read Matthew 8:23-27. Jesus asks a question in this
passage: “Why are you fearful?” I have always
thought that Jesus was rebuking their fear because He
knew the winds could be stilled. I'm not sure that is the
case. It might be more simple than that. They were in
the boat with Jesus. Whatever happened to them would
also happen to Him. He was “with them” in the most
personal sense.

It is not the ability to do something miraculous that
should abate our fears. It is the faith to know that Jesus
is with us. The Psalmist also knew this truth. “God is
our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the
earth be removed, and though the mountains be
carried into the midst of the sea; Though the
waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the
mountains shake with the swelling thereof.
Selah.” Psalm 46:1-3. Notice that it is not the lack of
upheaval, but trust in God that removes fear.



Abraham walked away from his family and the life he
had to go somewhere that God told him to go. This
would be pretty scary for anyone. Then, he finds himself
wondering about what was really going to happen. He
still did not have a child to carry on his lineage, and God
had promised him a great nation. In Genesis 15:1 we
find this: “After these things the word of the LORD
came unto Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not,
Abram: I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great
reward.”

God simply reminds Abraham that He is in charge and
will take care of things. Faith is not about believing that
nothing “bad” can happen to us, but rather believing that
God is still in control. Paul reminds us of this. "And we
know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28 This does
not say that all things will be exactly how we want them.
It reminds us that God knows what is best and will do
what is best for us.

Paul actually lived this in his ministry. In Acts 27, he is
being taken to Rome as a prisoner, and things go very
bad on part of the trip. Their boat is overwhelmed by
stormy seas. God does not expect Paul to rise up and
rebuke the wind and save the boat. He does tell Paul that
he does not have to fear because God is going to save
his life and the lives of all that are with him.

Fear is removed because we trust God to do what is best
even if that means going through the storm and possibly



being shipwrecked. Sometimes we just want the miracle
to happen for us so we can avoid the unpleasant part.

The thing that most brings fear to people is death. It
seems so final, and we cannot just ask someone what is
on the other side because no one comes back. This is
where faith really meets the road. For this very reason,
we have God’s Word to let us know. “Forasmuch then
as the children are partakers of flesh and blood,
he also himself likewise took part of the same;
that through death he might destroy him that had
the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver
them who through fear of death were all their
lifetime subject to bondage.” Hebrews 2:14-15

This has been true since the garden. Sin brought death,
and from the human perspective, death seems very final,
and sometimes very cruel. David had many times that he
was sure he was going to die. He came to a certain
realization that he did not need to fear this. “Yea,
though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” Psalms
23:4

For God'’s children, death is not an evil to be feared. This
does not mean that we are suicidal, but it does mean that
we do not need to fear death. Even there, God is with
us. Jesus told us that He came so that we might have
life more abundantly. That does not just end in this life,
but takes us into eternal life.



“So when this corruptible shall have put on
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in
victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin;
and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be
to God, which giveth us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Corinthians 15:54-57. This is
what drives our faith. The greatest miracle is that Jesus
gives us life and a life that overcomes death.

For the believer, death is simply to the next step that
takes us into God’s presence. “We are confident, I
say, and willing rather to be absent from the
body, and to be present with the Lord.” 2
Corinthians 5:8. Paul knew this well, having been
many times in circumstances that could easily lead to his
death. However, he had a secret that kept him out of
fear. “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is
gain.” Philippians 1:21

Fear is Satan’s tool to keep you from enjoying your life
with Jesus. It is always a way to stop you from laying
hold of faith. Not faith that God is going to drop some
miracle to keep you from anything bad. It is faith that
God is in control and always has your best interest at
heart. Not just because someone says so, but because
God has demonstrated His love and His care over His

people.



The Ark of Safety

Vicky Moots, Pastor
Kingman, Kansas

The story of the flood and the ark is found in Genesis
chapters 6-8. Almost 5,000 years ago, God looked down
from heaven and "...saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Genesis
6:5). Verse 6 tells us that this wickedness grieved God’s
heart. Sin always grieves God’s heart and brings
judgment. Throughout the Bible God sent judgment on
mankind whenever they turned away from Him, but He
always provided a way of escape. That is called “grace,”
for it is by grace that we are saved.

In v. 8 we read that “...Noah found grace in the eyes of
the LORD.” Noah found grace because he was seeking it
in the midst of an evil world. Noah's testimony according
to v.. 9, was that “...Noah was a just man and perfect
in his generations, and Noah walked with God.” Noah not
only walked with God, but he also talked with Him. By
God's grace, we too can have such a testimony, but we
must be willing to listen to Him and to heed His Word.

God spoke to Noah and told him that He was going to
send a flood of waters to destroy the earth and
everything in it. But in His mercy, God provided a way
of escape. In vv. 14-16 God gave Noah specific
instructions on how to build an ark to protect them from
the flood waters. Our ark of safety today is Jesus, our
shelter in the time of storm and our protection from



God’s judgment. But only those who enter in can be
saved, just as it was in Noah's day.

Noah was a “preacher of righteousness” according to II
Peter 2:5 and preached for 120 years while he was
building the ark. In spite of all of his efforts during that
time, the message which he preached was rejected, and
only his family entered with him into the ark. Don't be
discouraged if you cannot see the fruit of your labor or
if you feel that you have not been successful in your
Christian walk and witness. Just be faithful in whatever
God asks you to do. The results may not be seen in your
lifetime.

Noah simply walked by faith and obeyed God, as we read
in Hebrews 11:7: “By faith Noah, being warned of God
of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an
ark to the saving of his house; by the which he
condemned the world, and became heir of the
righteousness which is by faith.” The world was
condemned because they refused to accept the message
of grace that would have brought them salvation. And
so, it is today. Our job is to preach the gospel with our
lives and to let our light shine in a darkened world. We
are not responsible for the result, but we are responsible
to keep our lamps trimmed and burning brightly. The
rest is up to God and the Holy Spirit.

In Genesis 6:14, God instructed Noah to build the ark out
of gopher wood and to “pitch it within and without with
pitch.” Pitch is a black, sticky substance used for water
proofing. This was an important step to keep the flood
waters from entering into the ark. It also has an
important spiritual meaning. The word which was
translated “pitch” in this verse is the same Hebrew word
that is translated “atonement” in Leviticus. 17:11: “...for



III
-

it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the sou
Just as everyone inside the ark was protected from the
flood waters of judgment by the pitch, so does the
atoning blood of Calvary protect us who are in Christ
from God’s judgment for sin.

The ark and all those who were inside it were literally
baptized in the waters of judgment, waters from above
and waters from below. They were then brought up in
resurrection out of the waters of judgment on dry
ground. This represents Christ being completely
immersed in God’s judgment on the cross. We were
taken down into death with Him and then resurrected
just as the ark was. Paul describes our death and
resurrection with Him in Galatians 2:20: “I am crucified
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth
in me...”

In Genesis. 7:7 we read, "And Noah went in, and his
sons, and his wife, and his sons’ wives with him into the
ark, because of the waters of the flood.” But most
importantly, in v. 16, it states that the animals also went
in, as God had commanded, “...and the LORD shut him
in.” Jesus is not only the Ark of Safety, but He is also
the Door of the Ark. When we enter into the Ark through
the Door and God shuts us in, nothing of the flood of
judgment can enter in and reach us. We are safe in Christ
and come out on dry ground (no condemnation) as a
new creation. The old creation died, as we read in II
Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he
iS @ new creature [creation]: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.”

After the flood, God did something beautiful. He placed
in the sky a rainbow, a symbol of His grace, a token of
His covenant of love, a promise that He would never



again destroy the world by a flood. That covenant is
found in Genesis 9:12-17. However, a rainbow is never
seen until after a storm. It is like God is smiling down
on us and saying, “Remember me? My grace got you
through this storm!”

Around us today there are so many dark storm clouds
of uncertainty and fears: fears for our families and
friends, and perhaps even for ourselves, clouds of
impending financial loss, and the list goes on. But God
is calling out to us today to shelter in Him, and He will
take care of the clouds. And after the clouds comes the
blessing of the rainbow and the sunshine. The rainbow
was also sent to remind us of God’s grace, that He
provided His Son to bear our judgment for sin. The
waters of judgment cannot overflow us and drown us
because we are safe in Him.

UL,

HE PAID A DEBT HE DID NOT OWE

He paid a debt he did not owe,

I owed a debt I could not pay.

I needed someone to wash my sins away.
And now, I sing a brand new song,
Amazing Grace it won’t be long.

Christ Jesus paid the debt

That I could never pay.



Sharing Testimonies

Francis Romer
Catlettsburg, Kentucky

Been going to write you about my knee healing. I have been
wearing a brace on it for years because the cartlage was gone. |
was invited to a birthday card shower for a friend which I call
Grandma Bea, She calls me Grandpaw Francis. We use to attend
the same church. When I went in, there was an empty seat in the
second row and close to where I could see her open her cards. The
reason that seat was not taken was because it was next to a man
that was mental retarded. The shower turned into a full blown meal
and I had just ate before I went. When the meal started the people
at our table got up and got their meal & returned to anouther table
to eat because of him. There was one other person at that table at
the far end. I had a cane with the feet on it. He asked me what I
used it for. I told him to feel of my brace on the knee. When he did
he said he would pray for it which he proceeded to do. I felt
nothing, but that night when a got ready for bed & rub the ointment
in it the knee was full of cartlage. I have not wore the brace since.
Praise the Lord for his goodness.
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FAITH

Faith is believing,
When you cannot see —
The end of the problem,
Yet your heart is free.

Faith is rejoicing,
In an answer to prayer
Before it is solved,
Seeing God’s hand there.

Faith is hope,
That stands the test —
Trust in God’s Word,
Knowing His Way is best.

Faith is joy,
When all looks bleak,
Lips that praise Him,
Whenever they speak.

Faith is subjection,
Sitting at His feet —

All else is forgotten,
His voice is so sweet.

Faith is strength,
When we have none —
Shown forth in weakness.
It is victory won.

Debra Isenbletter
Springfield, Missouri



Ephesians

Pastor Gordon Crook
Chapter 4

“Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on
high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto
men. (Now that he ascended, what is it but that
he also descended first into the lower parts of the
earth? He that descended is the same also that
ascended up far above all heavens, that he might
fill all things.) And he gave some, apostles; and
some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of
the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed
to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into
him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:”
Ephesians 4:8-15

Paul quotes from the Old Testament here. “Thou hast
ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive:
thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the
rebellious also, that the LORD God might dwell
among them.” Psalm 68:18. Clearly he understands
this as a prophecy fulfilled by Jesus. While we do not
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have very specific details about what exactly happened
here, it does seem to speak of something that Jesus did
while His body was in the grave.

The souls of those that had died in faith before, were
held in “captivity” in “the lower parts of the
earth.” Jesus told the thief that he would be with Him
in “paradise” that day. We do not need to know or
understand all of the details of this place to understand
that Jesus won the final victory and therefore He was
able to take “captivity captive.” Another translation
says “"He led a host of captives.” He was there to tell
them that victory was complete and they were now free.

What matters most to us to realize that Jesus has gained
the victory for us and has ascended on high where He
intercedes for us. And, because He won the victory over
death and sin, we now have victory. “O death, where
is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The
sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the
law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1
Corinthians 15:55-57

And so He gives gifts to men that are for edification.
Never were any of these gifts intended to lift up a person
or give someone license to pretend to be more than
someone else. They have very clear use. “Perfecting”
(maturing) of the “saints” (believers) which is God'’s
ultimate purpose in this world. While many in
Christendom today are busy working on some religious
requirements, God is busy maturing a bride for His Son.

Paul’s message is all about this bride and it is very clear
that she will be mature. He speaks of “babes in Christ”

12



in 1 Corinthians 3:1 and even there he is desiring to
help them grow up and mature. Peter encourages
“babes” to grow by taking in the Word of God in truth
in 2 Peter 2:2.

The measure of this maturity is “the stature of the
fulness of Christ.” We already have learned this
concept several times in this letter: “him that filleth all
in all,” “Jesus Christ himself being the chief
corner stone,” “that ye might be filled with all the
fulness of God.” Jesus is all in all, and everything
comes together in Him. He is indeed the measure of the
stature of maturity for all believers.

There is a tendency in the flesh to want to compare
ourselves to others, but that will never lead to true
spiritual maturity. Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians
10:12 that we do not compare ourselves to others or
measure based on others, because our only measure is
Jesus.

One indication of maturity is no longer being tossed
around by every thing we hear. The mature believer is
getting into the Word and knows what it says. This is not
to say that we know everything and have no more to
learn. However, we recognize when someone is
presenting something that is contrary to God’s Word.

There are certainly many that want to present some
“gospel” that is contrary to the actual true Gospel of
God's grace. It might be from ignorance, or from some
personal benefit to themselves. It might be sincere; but
sincere can be very wrong. We need to be grounded
enough to realize that if someone is adding some

13



requirement to the Gospel of salvation by grace alone,
we can ignore that.

Some are truly being deceitful. We can ignore them and
stay away from them. Paul gives multiple warnings to
Timothy to “avoid,” “flee,” “not give heed,” “to refuse,”
to “withdraw from such.” It is not always good or
necessary to try to refute or stand up to these.

Notice that our response is to speak “the truth in
love.” This is important if someone wants to listen. It
is not about being smarter or better than another, but
truly desiring the best for each believer. Speaking in love
does not berate the other person, but truly attempts to
help them see the truth as it is written.

And, finally, we are growing up into Him (Jesus). We
are not attempting to make ourselves something that can
be compared to someone else. Our relationship with
Jesus is personal, and our growth is personal. I am
growing up into Jesus, and you are growing up into
Jesus.

Jesus is the head of the church (His body). He is not
head because we say so or because we decided to let
Him be. He is head because God made Him head, and
nothing anyone does will replace Him in that capacity,
even though some try to do just that. Whether or not He
is your head is up to you to allow. Mature believers
recognize Him as head and welcome His headship in their
lives. Grow up into HIM.

<{e
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Jesus Stills The Waves

Sharon Townsend Pastor
Grace Assembly
Chesterfield, Michigan

Mathew 8:23-27; Mark 4:36-41; Luke 8:23-25

The disciples had little to no faith. They were doing as
the Lord had told them. They got into a boat WITH
Jesus. He was right there with them. They were going
to the other side of the lake as he directed. Their feet,
so to speak, were going in the direction the Lord wanted
them to go.

When that storm came and Jesus was asleep. He may
have been in the boat with them, but He must have
seemed so far away to them at this time. These “just”
(righteous) disciples had little to no faith when it came
to this storm.

We read in Habakkuk 2:4, ™...but the just shall live by his
faith.” This is true. Hebrews 11:6 says, “without faith it
is impossible to please him (God). This is also true. Have
you ever felt like you had little to no faith to live by? I'm
sure we all have at times. If so, here is a portion of
scripture to “wash our feet” with.

It certainly could not be said of the disciples in this storm
that they “lived by THEIR faith.” So what did they do?
They woke Jesus up and lived by HIS faith.

When we are in the midst of storms or whatever and feel
we have no faith, we can rest in Jesus and HIS faith. We
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can walk in the faith Jesus has. Trust Him, Rest in
Him. They did and so can we.

This verse — “The just shall live by faith...” is
recorded in three other places — Romans 1:17; Galatians
3:11; and Hebrews 10:38.”

<=

Precious Lord, Take My Hand

Precious Lord, take my hand,

Lead me on, help me stand:

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;
Through the storm, throu the night,
Lead me on to the light;

Take my hand, Precious Lord,

Lead me home.

When the way grows drear,
Precious Lord linger near;
When my life is almost gone;
Hear my cry, hear my call,
Hold my hand lest I fall;
Take my hand, precious Lord,
Lead me home.

—T. A. DORSEY
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MORE THAN ENOUGH

John 6:1-14 - Part 2

David Beck
Sedalia, Missouri

Many in scripture are examples of putting their life in the
Lord’s hands and miraculous changes occurred. Abraham
was an idolater who became the father of faith. David
was a scrawny teenager who defeated an unbeatable foe.
He later committed acts contrary to God’s standard but
was still "a man after God’s own heart,” A man named
Saul hunted Christians and had them put to death. But,
in the hands of Jesus he became the great apostle to the
Church and given the marvelous message of Divine Grace
and the Bridal Truth that we cherish today. I'm sure that
some realize it is only by the grace of God that I am what
I am. That is so true for me, as I was a mess. But in
the hands of Jesus that mess has become a message. I
am still a work in progress. There was a plaque in our
church that read, “I'm not what I want to be, and I'm
not what I'm going to be...but thank God I'm not what
I was!”

V. 11 of our text: Some manuscripts read, “He
distributed to those sitting down” indicating that the
disciples did not hand out the food. Either way, Jesus is
in control: not the disciples or the lad or the multitude.
HE is the Source! It also says “as much as they wanted.”
All were satisfied. Any of us would eventually fall short,
but not Jesus! He is able to provide super abundantly far
over and above all we dare ask or think.
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V. 12 is interesting because we live in a “throw away”
society. Things considered not needed are disregarded,
dumped in the trash or left “on the ground.” They are
not wanted or liked. How many treat Jesus and the
provision He has for them, in this manner?

Notice that even if not all is consumed, nothing is
wasted. The fragments are gathered up in obedience to
Christ. There were leftovers! So, was this a “wasteful
miracle”? Why not leave it? After all, He can always do
this again if needed. Maybe Jesus wanted to make the
point that He is MORE THEN ENOUGH.

V. 13, John writes that 12 baskets were fathered up,
consistent in all 4 Gospels and 12 is the number of God’s
government. So the righteous government of God was
satisfied with the sacrifice of the true Passover Lamb, the
true Bread from heaven, who gives life. The fish speaks
of coming out of the waters of judgment in resurrection.
Since there were “leftovers,” the sacrifice at Calvary and
the Resurrection not only gives new life, they are enough
to sustain that life. There is more than enough love,
grace, wisdom, power, and righteousness for me, for
you, and for all who will partake...as much as they want!

None of HIS sacrifice, blessing, or His Word will be
wasted. It is all useful and profitable. It will not return
void for it has a purpose.

Well then, what about those fragments gathered up?
Who are they for? Who are they for? Possibly for
someone else at another time? We are not told. The Lord
is responsible for the supply and how it's distributed. It's
His business and He is in control. Nothing God has done
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in our lives, is doing, or will do is lost, wasted, thrown
away or left nor naught.

V. 14, the men who witnessed this acknowledge Jesus as
“the Prophet...” They clearly saw the miracle, but not all
understood. They may have seen the power in His hand,
but did not Hear the power in his Word. They witnessed
a change of circumstances, but had no change of heart.
They saw there was more than enough bread to eat, but
not that this Man was more than enough of the true
bread from heaven.

Today, many see miracles, but do not really know the
Miracle Worker. Mary Bodie comments, they were
astonished but not convicted.” And there are others who
know Jesus as Savior: the one who gives life and sustains
life. This is the multitude, the bulk of the church.

However, praise God, there are some who have
discovered that you can have more...as much as you
want! For there is a higher calling, a Bridal calling. These
have a desire to be completely in love with Jesus, to be
filled with all the fullness of God in Christ. For those, He's
not just enough, He's MORE THAN ENOUGH!

Philippians 4:19, it is because of and through the Lord
Jesus Christ that God supplies my needs. Not by my
merit, but because Jesus Christ is my source, I have
access to all of God’s spiritual riches, and they are paid
for in full. Vicky Moots said, “If Christ in all you have,
then you have all you need.” Indeed, HE was, HE always
will be...MORE THAN ENOUGH!

& ¢ ¢

19



The Camels

Greg Gilliam Pastor
Grace Christian Assembly
Independence, Missouri

Genesis 24 presents a beautiful spiritual picture—one that
is not meant to be pressed into a rigid, one-to-one
comparison, but rather received as a series of glimpses
illuminated by the Holy Spirit. When we attempt to force
every detail into a fixed meaning, we risk missing the
deeper truth. Instead, as we listen and allow the Spirit
to guide us, the richness of what is being revealed begins
to unfold. In this scene, Abraham reflects the heart of
God the Father, desiring a bride for His Son. The eldest
servant represents the Holy Spirit, faithfully carrying out
the Father’s will—seeking, confirming, and preparing the
bride (Rebekah) to meet Isaac, who points us to Jesus
Christ. The camels become a striking symbol of God’s
providence, the very means by which the journey is
made possible, carrying both the servant and the riches
of his master.

These “unsearchable riches” of Christ are beyond
measure—wealth that cannot be exhausted, filled with
mercy, grace, and beauty more precious than gold. They
adorn the life of the believer like jewels, freely given,
bringing joy and purpose wherever they flow. Such
riches call for a response: a willingness to endure trials,
afflictions, and even sacrifice, knowing that what is
gained in Christ far outweighs what is endured. This is
where Rebekah’s example shines so brightly. She
embodies a readiness and eagerness to go, a willingness
that is, sadly, rare. While it is God’s desire that the whole
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Church would be the bride of Christ, not all are willing
to undertake the journey. As Scripture reminds us in 2
Timothy 2:12, if we suffer with Him, we shall also reign
with Him. Even those closest to us—family and friends—
may either encourage us forward in God’s calling or
attempt to delay and hinder that step of faith.

The journey itself begins with purpose and order.
Genesis 24:10 tells us that the servant took ten camels,
a number rich with meaning in Scripture. Ten speaks of
divine order, responsibility, and completeness. It reminds
us that God not only entrusts us with responsibilities, but
also provides the ability to fulfill them. Our sufficiency is
found not in ourselves, but in Christ. The camels,
uniquely designed for survival in harsh desert conditions,
further illustrate God’s provision. Built to endure scarcity,
carry heavy loads, and press forward through difficulty,
they mirror the providences of God in our lives—
everything He allows and uses to bring us to His intended
destination. As M. Bodie insightfully notes, the kneeling
of the camels at the well suggests that all providences are
subject to God’s will, working together for our good.

Even the natural circumstances of life must bow before
God'’s authority. The servant bringing the camels to kneel
at the well reflects a deeper truth: all things, whether
ordinary or extraordinary, are under divine control.
Scripture repeatedly affirms this, from God setting
boundaries for the sea in Job 38, to Christ calming the
storm in Mark 4:39. Nothing is random; all is governed
by His wisdom and power. Within this setting, the
servant prays for clear guidance, trusting that God will
reveal the appointed bride through both divine
sovereignty and human responsibility. Rebekah’s
response—offering water not only to the servant but also
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to the camels—demonstrates a heart marked by
willingness, cheerfulness, and diligence in service. She
goes beyond what is asked, echoing the spirit of Matthew
5:41, where we are called to go the extra mile.

Her actions do not go unnoticed. The servant rewards
her with gifts—earrings and bracelets—symbolizing both
blessing and a pledge. This reflects a broader spiritual
truth: God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him
- Hebrews 11:6. Throughout Scripture, we see this
principle affirmed, whether in God’s promise to Abraham
as his exceeding great reward, in Boaz's blessing over
Ruth, or in Christ’s assurance of heavenly reward. These
gifts also point to the “earnest” of our inheritance—the
Holy Spirit given as a guarantee of what is to come, as
described in Ephesians 1:13, 14 and 2 Corinthians 1:22.
They are a foretaste of the fullness that awaits.

As the story continues, we see the importance of
testimony. When Rebekah shares what has taken place,
it stirs a response in her family, drawing them into the
unfolding work of God. There is beauty and power in
recounting what the Lord has done. Yet alongside this,
we are reminded again of responsibility. The servant
tends to the camels, providing for their needs, illustrating
that while God'’s providence carries us, we are still called
to faithfully steward what He has given. And even here,
the reminder is clear: we do not accomplish this in our
own strength, but through His grace, which is made
perfect in weakness - 2 Corinthians 12:9-10.

Eventually, the moment of decision comes. Rebekah
rises, mounts the camels, and begins the journey. This
step of faith is essential. It is not enough to admire the
calling; one must respond to it. Isaiah 40:31 reminds us

22



that those who wait upon the Lord will renew their
strength and rise up. The journey may be marked by
trials, those very trials become the means by which we
learn to reign in life through Jesus Christ - Romans 5:17.
Like the imagery in the hymn “*Mount the Wave,” Christ
does not always remove the storm but enables us to rise
above it, transforming hardship into triumph.

Finally, the journey reaches its destination. Isaac, the
long-awaited bridegroom, is seen waiting, watching, and
anticipating the arrival of his bride. As Rebekah catches
sight of him, she descends from the camel—a powerful
picture of the day when our journey through this world
comes to an end. There will come a moment when faith
becomes sight, when we lay aside the means that carried
us and step into the fullness of His presence. It is the
“glad day” for which believers long for—the
consummation of salvation, the meeting with our Lord,
and the beginning of eternity with Him.

&% &* &

I'll Live For Him

My life, my love I give to Thee,
Thou Lamb of God, who died for me;
O, may I ever faithful be,

My Savior and my God!

O Thou, who died on Calvary
To save my soul and make me free,
I consecrate my life to Thee,
My Savior and my God!
— R. E. Hudson
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Jesus, ‘Lover of ‘My Soul

Jesus, Lover of my soul,

Bids me on His bosom stay;

And tho’ billows round me roli,

I am safely hid away;

For He holds me in His arms,
Quite beyond the tempest’s reach;
And He whispers to my heart,
Words unknown to human speech.

Thou of life the fountain art;

Thou dost wash me white as snhow;
I'm content to dwell apart

From all else, Thy love to know;
Blessed Son of righteousness,

I so love to look on Thee,

That mine eyes are growing blind
To the things once dear to me.

Plenteous grace with Thee is found,
Grace to cover all my need;

Full supplies in Christ abound-

Soul and body on Him feed;

Soon my Lord will take me home
On that great translation tide,
Ever-more with Him to roam

As His spotless, glorious bride.
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The Encouraging Word

“Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than
themselves.” Philippians 2:3

“Be of good courage, and he shall strengthen your heart,
all ye that hope in the LORD.” Psalm 31:24

“But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which
is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall
reward thee openly.” Matthew 6:6

“For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he
that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” Luke 14:11

“Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth
them that fear him.” Psalm 103:13

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble.” Psalm 46:1

“These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye
might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation:
but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”
John 16:33

“O LORD my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast
healed me.” Psalm 30:2

Martha Wainright
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